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Abstract 

   

The intent of this course is to develop a basic understanding of how SRW’s function, and 
is geared toward engineers, or future engineers, that have little to no experience with 
this industry. We will cover the advantages of SRW’s, principles of wall design, and 
reasons why walls fail. 
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Sara Hudoba has her BSCE from the University of Minnesota and has been teaching the 
customers of the Segmental Retaining Wall industry how to design, install and sell Allan Block 
products since 2001. She has presented material to hundreds of students including, engineers, 
educators, architects, contractors, building officials, landscape architects, sales organizations, 
industry organizations, developers, concrete block business owners, and end users of the 
products. She has also had an active roll in over 500 Allan Block projects around the world. 
 
Doug Dean has been in the Hardscapes Industry since 1996. He is a graduate of Samford 
University in Birmingham Alabama, where he majored in Sales and Marketing. In his career he 
has worked for some of the leading hardscapes product producers in the world. Doug has 
focused his career on the education of Contractors, Architects, and Engineers on the value, usage, 
and the advantage of designing with hardscape products. He currently holds certifications with 
ICPI, ICET, and Allan Block for training contractors the proper methods of segmental retaining 
wall installation. He has presented to 1000's of Engineers, Architects, Contractors, and end users 
over the last 10 years. 

 


